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September is National Preparedness Month. 
Kane County MRC to sponsor third Rescue Riders drill 

 
As part of National Preparedness Month observances, the Kane County Medical Reserve 
Corps’ will hold its third Rescue Riders Preparedness Ride Saturday, Sept. 15. The ride is 
free and open to everyone regardless of affiliation, prior training or certification. 
 
Although primarily geared toward motorcyclists, drivers as well as riders are encouraged 
to participate. The drill will be conducted rain or shine. 
 
“The recent flooding in northern Kane County serves to remind us how important it is to 
be prepared for natural or man-made disasters,” said Health Department Executive 
Director Paul Kuehnert. “With September designated as National Preparedness Month, 
the Kane County Health Department and Kane County Office of Emergency 
Management want to raise awareness of several programs that are available to help in 
keeping us all prepared.” Those programs include: 
 

• The Kane County Medical Reserve Corps is a group of volunteers who stand 
ready to assist the public in the event of an emergency. 

 
• CodeRED is the county’s reverse 911 calling system that is able to contact all, or 

a portion of, our county’s residents in order to alert them of an emergency. 
 

• The Kane County Special Needs Registry is another tool that allows the Office of 
Emergency Management and Health Department to be able to contact residents 
who may have special needs during an emergency. 
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• The Rescue Riders is a group of Medical Reserve Corps volunteers who primarily 
ride motorcycles. The volunteers provide another form of transporting people and 
supplies during an emergency to locations where ordinary vehicles could not go. 

 
The Sept. 15 drill participants will receive free training in emergency response such as 
first aid, CPR/AED and accident scene management. Also, they will receive a free 
Rescue Riders T-shirt, food and refreshments and tickets to the raffle and the chance to 
win prizes. 
 
As in the last drill, the Sept. 15 event will simulate conditions following a tornado. Riders 
will stop at pre-selected “disaster scenes” to practice first aid and emergency response 
skills. Joining MRC volunteers will be members from the Illinois Medical Emergency 
Response Team, Illinois Nurse Volunteer Emergency Needs Team, Amateur Radio 
Emergency Service and Fox River Chapter of the American Red Cross, who will be at 
each site demonstrating emergency response skills and asking for assistance from 
participants. In addition, members of the Boy Scouts of America will be volunteering as 
patients at the sites. The first aid moulage, or simulated wounds, can be quite graphic and 
is intended to appear as realistic as possible. 
 
Registration for the ride begins at 8:30 a.m., Sept. 15, at the Kane County Health 
Department, 1240 N. Highland Ave., Aurora. To pre-register, visit 
www.RescueRiders.org, or call (630) 444-3121. 
 
If you would like to have a member of the Health Department’s Emergency Preparedness 
staff come and teach basic preparedness skills to your group, please call (630) 444-3121. 
To volunteer with the MRC and for more information about emergency preparedness, 
visit the Health Department’s Web site at www.kanehealth.com. To register for 
CodeRED notification or to sign up for the county’s special needs registry call the Office 
of Emergency Management at (630) 208-2051 or visit the OEM Web site at 
www.kcoem.org. 
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